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Airborne over the Rhine! 
T he tacticians had planned it. The fo l ks back home had 

wondered about it. The jumpers and glider riders had 
dreamed about it since the day they first donned their boot s 
and w i ngs. 

The Germans knew it must come and they feared the 
Allied might and the awful striking power of the A irborne 
leaping over Nazi-stolen lands to p l unge directly into the 
heart of the Reich it self. 

But when it came it was the biggest ::;how of all. 
It was far bigger than the planners had planned, the 

home front had guessed or the Germans had feared. 11 
was bigger even than the GI's had dreamed as they shined 
t heir boots and double timed in the long grind to get ready. 

It was hell from heaven. And it broke the back of Ger­
man resistance and paved the way for the Allied victory 
that meant the Nazis never again could dominate their 
peaceful neighbors in Europe or threaten the rest of the 
world. 

Back in February, 1945, the 17th Airborne Division, 
battered, crippled and hal f frozen, was sl ugging away in the 
Belgian bu lge forcing back H itler's troops who had gambled 
desperately on a great effort and broken through the Allied 
defenses in the Ardennes. But they fina ll y were stopped 
and the 17th and other divisions all along the line were 
nibbl ing away at the Siegfried defense~. 

T hen orders came through for the Golden Eagle Claw 
D ivision to move back out of the l ines to a rest camp in 
France and prepare for an airborne operation_ 

Chalons -sur -Marne was a sleepy l ittle city in northern 
France when, tired and cold, the airborne men arrived by 
jeep and truck and time-honored "forty-and-eights" to 
look out on a sea of mud where houses were is lands and the 
ra i n beat against new tents. But mud was better than the 
ice and snow that numbed their bones in L uxembourg and 
Belgium and they sett led down to enjoy l ife while they could. 

A part of the Division was quartered in an o ld caserne 
and the bulk of it in a tent city some mi les away. But at 
night the men got together in town to parley with the local 
girls, hoist a glass of champagne or watery F rench beer or 
just swap rumors on what was being cooked up for them. 

A nd whi le they guessed at the future the general staff and 
all the subordinate unit staffs were busy planning that future. 
T hey planned it so well that it wi ll go down in the history 
books and the books on military tactics... Design for Air­
borne Invasion. 

T hey worked in secret, in rooms behind barbed wire enclo­
sures. And they worked surely and rapidly. T hey were 
a veteran staff from a veteran division. A nd this lime they 
were going into combat airborne. 

F irst of all, there was to be only one g l ider combat team. 
Two regiments, hard hit in the Battle of the Bu lge, had to 
be we lded into one. They became the strong 194th Gtider 
Infantry, quickly adjusting themselves to be a single fight­
ing team. T he artillery had a simi lar problem , with addi ­
tion of a parachute batta l ion and changes in the T I D and 
T I E. 

Reinforced, resupplied and rested, the D ivision l eft in 
secret on M arch 19th for the dozen marshalling fields that 
wou ld be the last F rench soi l on which the men would set 
foot for a long time .. . some of them forever. But they had 
come a long way since receiving that important letter that 
began" Greetings, " and they were ready to j u mp or crash ­
l and in Germany. 

T he airfields were not too bad, the Gl 's opined as they 
inspected their temporary homes. For one thing, it was 
no longer so cold that tents were uncomfortab le. They had 
a l ittle time to rest or bat the breeze or do whatever they 
pleased without having a three -striper looking for them for 
some detai I. 

And they did bat the breeze. There was the matter of 
chow, a lways a stap le item of GI conversation. And the 
chow was not bad, not hal f bad. Tha t is, it was not bad 
compared with co ld C- rations, though of course it would 
not compare with mom's home cooking, the air-doughs 
decided. 

Phonographs kept grinding out good o ld Ameri can music, 
over the loudspeaker system. T he Red Cross was on hand, 
providing a rea l link with home as smokes, gum, doughnuts 
and coffee were dispensed. T he troopers of the 17th were 
getting a lot of atten t ion. And they were to get a lot of 
attention of another kind in just a few days. 

Three A ir Corps W ings and a Pathfinder Group of IX TCC 
were staging the airborne show for t he division. 52nd Win g 
was scattered about on five fie lds, north and east o f Am iens, 
with paratroopers concentrated on 8-54 and glider troopers 
occupying the other four. 53rd Wing crews were in the 
Paris -Reims vicinity on six fie lds with jumpers on A-79 
and A-BO. North and south of Chartres on five fie lds were 
the 50th Wing and the Pathfi nders with the paratroops at 
A-40. 
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Air Corps Troop Carrier Groups 
that new the mission included the 
Pathfinders, 3 13th and 3 14th T C 
Groups, as we I! as 434th, 435th, 
436th, 437th, 43Bth, 439th, 440th, 
and 441st. T wo hundred B-24's 
of the Bth A ir Force dropped 270 
Ions of supplies to the Airborne on 
O- Oay . 

Th~ men of the 17th A irborne 
had been briefed before ... on Ch, ist ­
mas Eve before they left England 
for Ihe Battle of the B ulge in the 
A rdennes. B ut this briefing was 
different. T he p lan ners who had 
worked out the airborne m ission 
knew their p lans were good. T hey 
wou ld work ... if every body knew 
just what his job wa s and how 
he expected to carl y it out. There 
cou ld be no slip-up. 

T he troopers were told their 
destination ... nor!h of W ese l where 
the Rhine bends westward. And 
they were given their mission. It 
was: 

" T o drop during daylight on 
O- Oay; seize, c lea r and secure Ihe 
division area with priority to the 
high ground east of Oie. sford! 
and the bridges over the Issei 
R iver; protect the right nank of 
Corps; establish contact with the 
151 Commando Brigade, the X I I 
B ritish Corps and the 6th B ri­
tish A irborne ~ivision. Object­
ives to be held at all costs ... ". 

Joint briefings of pilots and 
their jump-sticks and of glider 
pi lots and their glider- riders were 
held. Each plane and gl ider crew 
was briefed individuall y with the 
aid of the latest air photos and 
sand table. T he briefing was clos­
ed with a prayer by the chaplain. 

Before they hit the sack that 
night every officer and every G I 
in the whole operation knew exact ­
l y what his job was to be. 

But the troopers at the airfields 
were not the only ones gelling 
ready for the big push . An over­
land tail of hundreds of vehicles-­
jeeps, kitchens, ammunition, am ­
bulances and all th e rest - a l ­
ready was on its way. It had a 
rendezvous with the sky train. 
Nol everybody cou ld jump or 
crash -l and to figh t and success of 
the who le operation wou ld de­
pend upon how fast the supplies 
cou ld cross the R hine. 

So it was a nondescript convoy 
of close-mouthed G I 's, wearing 
anything so long as it was not air ­
borne, that wound its way through 
Belgium and Holland and was 
waiting just across the river from 
W ese l when the briefing at the 
airfields was finished. 

T he chow was stil l good and 
steak and apple pie for breakfast 
gave the trooper. p lenty to tl'l l k 
about besides the drop as they 
checked their last bit of equipment 
for the last time and loaded into 
p lanes and gl iders. 

It was M arch 24 . It was O-Oay. 
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MEN Of THE 
513th CLIMB 
INTO C-46 

SIX HANDS ARE 
NEEDED TO PRE­
PARE ONE MAN 

IS THERE A 
SAILOR IN 

THE HOUSE ~ 
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The 507th Combat Team was the first element of the division 
to take off. The entire column, more than two hours long, was 
made up of 226 C·47's and 72 C-46's loaded with paratroopers 
and 906 g l iders towed by 610 tugplanes. Visibility and weather 
were good as the first ship rose from the runway at 0717. 

The planes sett led down to a steady pace and as far as anyone 
could see, and farther, there were planes. Three hours stretched 
by whi le the nervous Gl's inside the planes an·d gliders thought 
about the past and wondered what was ahead as they counted 
rivers. The Seine sl ipped by, the M oselle and the M aas , and 
the air was a li t tl e bumpy for awhi le and the Joes knew the Rhin e 
was next. Then, a l most before they were ready, there it was. 

An d with the Rhine came smoke. The British had smoked 66 
miles of the river to mask the landings. 

T he order had come, " Stand up and hook up I" The num­
ber one men were standing in the doors as their planes rocked 
and bucked and flak tore through wings and sides and some 
of the troopers were hit. 

In the g l iders that came in a l ittl e later the same thing was 
happening except that the Joes just sat there tense with their 
belts fastened tight as the flak and small arms fire pe l ted through 
their wood and canvass crates with a sound l ike that in the 
rifle butts during rapid fire. Some of them shook hands and 
wished each other luck and prayed just as the paratroopers were 
praying and all of them kept their eyes g l ued on the pilot, ready 
for the moment when he wou ld cut loose. 

T he Fi rst Battalion of the 507 th Parachute In fantry, in camou-
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flaged chutes, began bai l ing out 

northeast of Wesel at 0950 and 

landed in the vicinity of Diers­

fordt Castle, which was quick l y 

captured with a large number of 

German officers as prisoners. 

T he Second and Third Battal ions 

came in close behind and by mid ­

afternoon the combat team had 

taken all its objectives and estab ­

lished contact with the British 

1st Commando B rigade in Wesel. 

T he 513th CT fol lowed the 507th 

by 17 minutes to complete the 

parachute drop and seize its objec ­

tives. 

Twenty minutes later the 194th 

CT began tanding in CG-4A g l id­

ers that had been doub le- towed 

to a set record - longest combat 

glider tow, first combat double­

tow, first glider combat landing 

on fields not previously secured 

by paratroops. Within two hours 

after the 194th landed it had seized 

all its initial objectives. 

Rapid assemb ly of troops and 

the effective establ ishment of com­

munications through out the divi­

sion marked the operation. The 

big prisoner roundup inc l uded 

many high ranking officers . 

T hese are the hard, cold facts of 

the landing at Wesel. But they 

do not include the thousands of 

personal details that mean little 

in the military account of the Air­

borne's drop at Wesel but every­

thing in the lives of a lot of Joes 

and their families. 

Some of those Joes stayed at 

Wesel. Planes were shot down in 

flames. Field pieces and flak guns 

were zeroed in on drop zones and 

landing fields. Some J oes never 

left their gliders. Bodies of some 

of the jumpers were found hang­

ing where they landed in trees, 

riddled by twenty bu llets or more. 

Some were kil l ed by civi l ian snip­

ers. 

But some of them made it okay. 

And they fought so fierce l y that 

within a coup le of hours the ter­

rorized Germans were calling the 

American Airborne troopers" the 

butchers with the baggy pockets. " 

-'--'-
J 
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On the first night there were 

numerous counter attacks but they 

were not welt coordinated and 

falted to make headway. Th e 

airborne troops had taken their 

objectives and they intended to 

hotd them. 

And where the lines had to be 

stretched thin because there Just 

weren't enough glider troopers or 

paratroopers to man them, airborne 

courage replaced airborne personnel 

A company held a l ine a thou­

sand yards long, A nother stretch­

ed out for 2.500 yards. M achine 

gun positions were overrun but the 

l ines hetd. 

A sergeant learned that fire­

power on a certain spot was badty 

needed during the night but he 

cou ld not afford to give away his 

comrades' position. So he took a 

mortar far in front of his own l ines, 

prepared his charges, fired severa t 

rounds without benefit of Ihe sight, 

then turned and ran back 10 his 

original position before enemy 

she ll s began dropping in on his 

false outpost emplacement. 

A glider had landed some dis­

tance away from Its se lected LZ and 

a lieutenant left his men to make a 

reconnaissance. Th inking he saw 

a G I enter a house, he followed but 

found no one Inside. Th en he 

heard a door open and turned to 

find a German squad entering. H e 

shot four men and started marching 

the remaining twelve away but was 

engaged in a firefight with another 

squad. He battled it out until help 

came from the Airborn e. Th en he 

continued on with his prisoners. 

Another officer was not so for ­
tunate. His glider's towline was 

cut by flak and the big crate landed 

three miles beyond Its LZ . Two of 

the men were hit and flak guns 

levelled off on it as it came down. 

Th e six men got out and, led by a 

lieutenant, started craw l ing for the 

woods. But on ly the lieutenant 

made it. Then he met a patrol of 

five men, whom he killed. For 

tw o days and nights he remained 

in the woods, killing three more 

men, dodging other patrols and 

TffiS WAS A PLANE 
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being shelled by his own A ll ied 

artillery in a terriffic bombardment. 

Finall y he was captured, threatened 

with death but eventua ll y escaped 

when the Nazi communication sys ­

tem broke down. 

A medic also was captured and 

held prisoner for three days. But 

he remained a soldier despite his 

capture and when the Airborne 

and ground units moved nearer he 

accepted the surrender of his guards, 

l ined up 20 of them in a co l umn of 

twos and marched them to the 

first MP he saw. 

Supplies were a critical prob lem 

during the earl y hours. The A ir­

borne had thri ll ed to the sight of 

shiny new Liberators thundering 

over at treetop leve l al most before 

the drop was complete, to dump out 

badly needed supplies. But their 

hearts had ached as they saw some 

of those big ships burst into flame 

and crash, victims of German ack­

ack. 

One arti llery battal ion discovered 

that 60 per cent of its ammunition 

had been lost in the l anding. But 

a resupply had been dropped by the 

Liberators. Using every avai lable 

vehic le, from wheelbarrows to 

horse-drawn wagons, the arti llery 

Joes began to round up more am­

munition and soon boosted the 

supply from 300 to 1.000 rounds. 

The men with the howitzers fought 

any way they were needed during 

the critical hours. 

And, taking their cue from the 

rugged Airborne who had flown 

behind them, the g l ider pilots wait ­

ing for their return ticket across 

the R hine became infantrymen 

that night to repe l several counter 

attacks, using what weapons they 

had brought and what they could 

pick up to knock out several tanks 

and chop up a part of H itler's 

bewi ldered army. 

The confusion had disrupled the 

whole scheme of the German 

defense. The Nazis had planned 

an ordered stand. But the Air­

borne counted on confusion and 

made the most of it. Soon the 

Golden Eagle Claw, having grasp ­

ed all within reach, was ready 

to move on. 
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GERMANY'S FAMED 

Th e objective was Munster, 
prize city to the northeast and a 
Nazi corps area headquarters. But 
there were a lot of towns between, 
towns that had to be taken after 
a fight. 

F irst the 17th cut the autobahn, 
the road that H i tler had bosted 
was the beginning of a super­
highway system for a greater 
Reich. Then it moved on. 

The division took Peddenburg 
and Schermbeck , tiny villages that 
meant little except places to fight, 
and drove forward so fast that it 
was difficult even to keep maps 
up to date. Th e 17th for the most 
pari used back roads and trails 
and with it, along the main high. 
ways streamed miles of Briti sh 
and Am erican armor. 

Sometimes the airborne troop­
ers rode tanks and sometimes 
trucks. Sometimes they just 
slogged forward and all their air­
borne marching and double-time 
paid off. But with them went an 

HALTERN 
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odd assortment of vehicles, ma­
keshift arrangements of cap­
tured equipm ent, anything that 
would roll and speed up the b ig 
push. 

Battles were fought at Oorsten, 
H altern, Oulmen, Appel hulsen 
and a dozen other town s whose 
names most of th e Joes wont' 
even remember - they were just 
Germa n towns th at had to 
be taken and were taken before 
the division moved on to other 
town s like them . Th en came Muns­
ter. 

Supported by massed artillery 
and armor, the 6 13th and the 
194th Combat T eams attacked 
from opposite sides of the city. A l _ 
though th e German communi ­
cations had broken down, many 
of the defenders of the city w ere 
f anatica l Nazis who had sworn 
never to surrender. By the t ime 

DULMEN • 

the city was taken there were not 
so many fanatics. 

Th e town was battered and 
shelled and the infantry attacked 
with t anks. Fina lly the shooting 
slopped and the civilians looked 
out fearfu ll y from their white­
flagged windows. Onl y a she ll of 
the place remained. Munster was 
a dead city. 

In the push into Munster the 
513th had taken the Hermann 
Goering Barracks, then used as a 
rest center for picked troops of 
the German army. Among other 
things, in th e big warehouses the 
Airborne found stored a ton of 
butter . Its presence belied th e 
Naz is' assertion that a hungry 
people had .. had to choose be­
tween gu ns or butter. " 

Th e 194th had been busy taking 
the corps area headquarters, where 
the power plant and a part of the 

te lephone system was stit! in work­
ing order, and in reaching a pri ­
son camp. A s the glider troopers 
reached the sta lag hundreds of 
prisoners from All ied nations pour­
ed ou t , shouting, laughing, crying. 
Now, like the troopers of the 
17th, th ey too were free. 

Munster had been the objective 
but now another job was left. 
The Ruhr Valley, the wehrmacht 
assembly l ine, remained. The 
Ninth Panzer Arm y under Oberst 
General Josef Harpe was holed 
up in a pocket and defying 
the Allies. The 17th went after 
him. 

The 194th Combat T eam was 
detached and swung far to the 
sou thf;ast. T he rest of th e divi­
sion , relieving the 79th on April 6, 
began operations in the heavy 
industry area about the R hine ­
Herne Cana l. 

APPELHULSEN • 

On April 10 the 507th CT 
launched an attack from the south 
and by 2100 had occupied the 
cen ter of Essen. No resistance was 
met in the shattered city and a 
perimeter defense was set up. 
Th e next day the 507th attacked 
Mulheim. Meeti ng on ly scattered 
small arms fire, it gained its fina l 
objective before noon, found a 
bridge across the Ruhr R iver 
intact and secured it. 

With the fall of Essen came 
the fall of the K rupp arms empire 
ruled by Al fred K rupp von Boh len 
und Halbach. K rupp, whose steel 
pl ants had supplied the German 
war machine in two wars against 
the United States, admitted joining 
the Nazi party in 1936. He was 
confined to the gardner's cottage 
on his estate, an estate normally 
staffed by 125 servants and a show 
place of the Ruhr. 

MUNSTER 
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Germany had pinned great faith upon the 
industrial R uhr. Big industria lists there had 
helped the Nazi party come into power years 
before and their plants had worked on a 
boomtime basis ever since to make weapons. 
It was not by chance that the A irborne was 
selected to clean up the area. 

A s city after city fe ll , German morale 
dropped. The Germans were not used t o 
an invading army on their own soi l. To 
have those invaders-J oes they ca ll ed" butch­
ers with baggy pants "-sweep across the 
rich R uhr was too much. German so ldiers 
began to surrender in larger and larger 
numbers. T he civilians felt the blow, 100. 

T hirteen troopers, attempting to reach 
their unit, passed an armored battal ion pre­
paring to attack a village, they sudden ly came 
upon a foxho le and beyond it others, a ll man ­
ned by German machine gunners and ba­
zookamen. T hey leaped from their jeeps 
and went to work. W ithin a short t ime 
they had rounded up 87 prisoners. They had 
captured the battalion objective intact. 

When it saw that the military situat ion 
was hopeless, the Nazi party went under ­
ground in the Ruhr pocket. It formed an 
organization known as The W erewo lves to 
snipe and sabotage the Allied invaders, But 
the Nazi efforts m et little success as the 
Airborne drove on. 

While the rest of the division was busy 
near Essen the 194th was making a name 
for itsel f as it smashed through the h ill s "nd 
forest a hundred mi les away. 

It bagged the biggest prisoner of all , Franz 
Von Papen, German dip lomat, ace trouble­
shooter and former envoy to both the Un ited 
States and Turkey. His efforts had been 
anything but hel pful to the Allied cause. 
Some time before, realizing that Germany 
had lost the Second World W ar, he had 
tried to hatch out a plan for saving Germ an 
industry to prepare for a third one. 

In the tiny vil l age of Stockhausen after 
a batt le a patro l l ed by a first lieutenant dis­
covered a cripp led English-speaking German 
in a crowd at an air-raid shelter. Ques­
lioning of Polish laborers revealed that the 
man was Capt. F ranz Von Papen, son of 
the diplomat, and Ihat the elder Von Papen 
was hiding at a hunting lodge nearby. 

Next day the patrol wenl to the lodge and 
was met by a man who appea red to be acting 
as a bodyguard. He was M ax Von Stock­
hausen, the dip lomat's son - in -l aw. 

When the GI's entered the hut they found 
Von Papen at dinner - and su rprised. There 
were no German so ldiers present, he told 
them. 

" I don't know what you want with an 
o ld rnan of 67, " he added. " I wish this 
war was over. " 

" So do eleven mi ll ion other guys, .. snap­
ped one of the J oes. 

T hey started him on h i s long way back 
to ta lk with the Allied chiefs about his part 
in the war. There were a lot of questions 
to be answered. 

T he 194th rejOined the division at Mul­
heim on A pri l 12-13. Defenses were main ­
tained and palrolling conducted near Du ls­
burg, which was found unoccupied and 
surrendered forma lly to the 507th . Ele­
ments of the division set up mi li tary govern ­
ment in Essen, D uisburg, W alson, Ham born, 
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Wesel, Di ns laken and Oberhausen. A final small counter 
attack was repu lsed a long the Ruhr on April 15. 

L ast big catch of the war for the division was the cap. 
ture of General H arpe himself. He had disbanded his 
army and on the morning of A pril 17 he and an aide tried 
to slip out of the pocket but were picked up by the security 
screen of a platoon from the 605th TO Batta l ion, a part 
of the 1941h CT. 

I II- tempered and arrogant, he comp lained of the" agony 
of being photographed by a lot of underlings." But the 
cameras clicked anyway and a G I suggested he had spent 
his 36 years in the wrong army. 
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May 8-V-E Day-came 
quietly to the Joes of the 17th Air­
borne Division. The ir fighting in 
Europe was a l ready over. 

They celebrated the day by 
dOing guard duty, swimming or 
awaiting their turn at bat in the 
softball games. It was good news, 
of course, but it was expected. But 
it did mean that there would be 
no more foxholes for awhile, 
no more jumps to sweat out, maybe 
a cha nce to see home before long. 

Afterward s there was more lei­
sure . Clubs were set up by Special 
Service and the Red Cross. Beer 
and soft drinks were available most 
of the time and PX rations meant 
smokes and chocolate bars. And 
there was plenty of time to shoot 
the breeze. 

The Duisburg Stadium, scene 
of the 1936 Olympic tryouts, was 
the site of the first divisiona l track 
meet, which was won by the 507th 
Parachute Infantry. A short 
time afterwards the 513th Para­
chu te Infantry won the division 
swimming meet and sti ll later the 
194th Glider Infantry in a last 
minute rush won a second track 
and field meet. Softball, baseball 
and a number of other sports c laim­
ed the interest of the whole 
division. 

G I movies and such so ldier 
shows as those presented by the 
224th Medics and the 681 st Glider 
F ie ld Artillery Battalion hel ped 
to provide entertainment. T he 
Information and Edu cat ion office 
launched a program of post-war 
education designed to help Gl 's 
finish their schooling or fit them­
selves into civilian life and a civil­
ian job. 

T he rest centers that were set 
up attracted many of the men for 
a few days. Passes to Paris and 
the Riviera _ tab les with rea l ta­
blecloths and china and hours of 
lying out on the beach - made 
dreams come true. 
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Be,hind, every successful operation the re is a long period of I . 
have v i sual ized what must take pla-e S., . panning. T here are st rong personal it ies who 
A" .... 0 I was with the A " b 

Irborne A rmy and a B ritish F ield Ma ~~ha l . Ir orne. T hese Genera l O fficers - First All ied 
G I " '" -conceived the id fth' 5 put that Idea into action . T oget her the d ea 0 e airbor ne drop over the Rh ine Th e y rna e up the team. . 
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Many prisoners had been liber­
ated. Many slave laborers from 
Poland, Ihe Soviet U nion , France, 
Belgium and other Allied coun ­
tries had been freed. The G I 's 
found that a part of their job was 
he lping operate camps for them 
and starting them on their way 
back home. 

They uncovered German atro­
cities, too. Russians and Poles 
and other enemies of the Nazi 
system had been slaughtered and 
their bodies dumped into shallow 
holes in the ground. T hey were 
dug up - by Nazi party members 
under an A irborne guard - and 
given a decent burial whi l e the 
Germans Jooked on and pondered 
their own short comings and the 
ways of the people who had crush­
ed the Nazi might. 

Un its of the division on M emoria l 
Day held ceremonies honoring 
the memory of Americans who 
died in order that their friends 
and people of the nation and all 
nations might live together in 
dignity and peace. T housands of 
America's best fighting men, un­
der the eyes of the people who 
had not yet come to understand 
the meaning of the rights of man­
kind, stood on conquered foreign 
soi l with heads bowed in tribute 
to a great sacrifice for l asting 
peace and the right of every man 
to act as his own conscience dic­
tates. That is the American way. 

T he GI's of the Golden Eagle 
Claw moved a step nearer home 
when orders came to return to 
France for redeployment and they 
started on the way back June 15. 

T he had had to demand of the 
Nazi s by force of arms their right 
to li ve their lives in their own way, 
and the Germ ans, bewildered by the 
strange new idea that a ll men are 
free and equal, had wondered at 
the American Airborne's Memorial 
services. 

But the French knew and under­
stood. An d when American troops 
passed in review on the Fourth of 
Ju l y it was before flags of two 
nations that symbol ized free peoples 
and the friendship of nations and a 
united effort toward l asting peace. 

Their airborne miSSion in Europe 
was accomplished. 

THE TALON CROSSES THE RHINE 
A pictorial hillory of the 11th Airborne 

Division'. airbome rniqion aero .. the Rhine. 

EDiTORS 
LI. frank Langston. 
PIc Justin P. Buckridge 

ART 
T Sgt. Nst H. Youngblood. 

PHOTOS 
Sgt. A. C. Byen, nlpplemented by Army 

Pic;tozial Service 

PRODUCTION 

Lt. Paul f. Egan. 

PUBLiSHED AT 
lmprimerie E. Desfosses_Neogn.vure, 

13, quai Voitaire, Paris. 



WTP

SILVER STAR 

MAl. GEN. William M. MILEY. 

BRIG. GEN. JOSEPH V. PHELPS. 
BRIG. GEN. JOHN L. WHITELAW. 

COL. lAMES W. COUTT3. 
COL. WILLARD K. LIEBEL. 
COL. EDSON D. RAFF'. 

Lt. COL. PAUL F. OSWALD. 

MAJ. WILBUR L. BARNES. 
MAJ. MORGAN A. BRAKONECKE. 

CAPT. THOMAS W. ALLEY. 
·CAPT. JOHN H. FEATHERSTON, Jr. 

CAPT. OSCAR A. FODOR. 
CAPT. GORDON C. GATCH. 
CAPT. WALTER E. GRISCTL 
CAPT. KENNETH E. HATHAWAY. 
CAPT. DUDLEY C. HILL. 

·CAPT. HARRY KENYON. 

CAPT. JAMES P. LYKE. 
CAPT. JOHN W. MARR. 

·CAPT. JACOB I. STAHL. 

'ht 1.1. CHARLES E. ALFORD. 

1$1 Lt. THOMAS J. DANES. 
hI Lt. JAMES E. DUNN. 
hI. Lt. GEORGE A. DYSLIN. 
isl Lt. JOSEPH M. HUDACEK. 

"lat Lt. JOHN W. LEARY. 
hILt. THOMAS McKINLEY. 
lsI Lt. ROBERT L. RICHARDS. 
ht Lt. ROBERT J. SHEEHY. 
ht Lt. JOHN F. STACY 

'2d 1.1. IRVING S. BRENNER. 
2d Lt. FRANK DIERAUF, JR. 

*2d LI. EARL A. GOODMAN. 
2d LI. ARTHUR D. HICKERSON. 

'2d LI. HERMAN LEMBERGER. 
2d LI. KENNETH E. McMANAMY 

'20 Lt. DANIEL 1. SCOTT. 

'2d LI. JOHN H. STERNER. 

ht Sgt. Michael T. Stanldewiez. 

' T Sgl. Morris R. Patty. 
T Sgl. Wendell J. Sermir. 

'Killed inAction. 
"Missing in Action. 

'S Sgt. Menett R. Bunge. 
S Sgt. Robert Ga!lardo. 

'5 Sgt. Joe I. Gonzales. 
5 Sgt. Cornelius J. Keane. 
S Sgt. Walter L. Lukens, Jr. 
S Sgt. Willie R. Moore. 
S Sgl. Henry Y. Parker. 
S Sgl. Clarence C. Thomas~on 
S Sgt. Mervin F. Troutman. 

·Sgt. Richud N. Anderson. 

Sgt. James E. Guy. 
'Sgt. LeRoy Haynes. 
Sgt. Loran G. Hendren. 
Sgt. Marvin M. Man·ow. 
Sgt. Harold B. Samples. 
Sgt. John L. Smith. 

·Sgt. Walter Thomas. 

Tee 4 Thomas R. George, Jr 
'Tee 4 Harold E. Lol. .. e. 
Tee 4 William J. Twigg. 

Cpl. He.belt A. Nobrega. 
Cpi. Clyde Thornton. 

Tee 5 John R. Albee. 
Tee 5 Richard C. Shaw 

ptc. Marvin L. Baker. 
·prc. Thomas W. Balise. 
·pre. Lowell N. Beard. 
·pte. Joseph S. Brosnan. 
pre. Walter N. Campbell. 

'pte. Jack Cook. 
pre. Leonud P. Diedrich •. 
pre. Robert E. Dodd. 
pte. Curtis Duee. 
pre. Jame. P. Gallagher. 
pre. John F. Gillin. 

'Pfe. Noble L. Helfer. 
prc. Raymond J. Kelly. 

·pre. Justin Kizis. 
'pre. Edward R. Knox. 

pre. Arne H. Lundgren. 
PIc. Edward J. McGrath. 
pre. John E. Moore. 
pre. Alvin C. Ormsby. 

·prc. Kenneth L. Stewarl. 
pre. Williford E. Varner 

Pfc. Louis Zerby. 

Pvl. Alex Deaton. 
'Pvt. Edward J. Lehman. 

Pvt. Harry Rubin. 
·Pvl. Ludie L. Smythe. 

Pvl. Lewis R. Steinmelz. 
·PVI. David C. Watkins. 

BRONZE STAR 

BRIG. GEN. JOSIAH T. DALBEY 
BRIG. GEN. RIDGELY GAITHER. 

COL. THOMAS S. GUNBY. 
COL. EDWIN J. MESSINGER. 
COL. JAMES R. PIERCE. 

Lt. COL. ROBERT L. ASHWORTH. 
Lt. COL. CLARK N. BAILEY. 
Lt. COL. HARRY BALISH. 
Lt. COL. FRANK. L. BARNETT. 
Lt. COL. KENNETH L. BOOTH 
1.,1. COL. EDWARD S. BRANIGAN Jr 
Lt. COL. FLOYD L. CAMPBEI.,L. 
1.,1. COL. LEWIS R. GOOD. 
Lt. COL. ALONZO F. GREEN. 
LI. COL. STANLEY T. B. JOHNSON. 
LI. COL. JOSEPH W. KEATING. 
LI. COL. WILLIAM A. KUHN. 
LI. COL. GABE W. LEWIS) /r. 
LI. COL. ALBERT S. LISENBY. 
LI. COL. LYLE N. MCALISTER. 
Lt. COL. EDWARD SIGERFOOS. 
LI. COL. ALTON R. TAYLOR. 
Lt. COL. RAYMOND H. TIFFANY. 

MAJ. ROGER M. BACHMAN. 
MAJ. MORGAN A. BRAKONECKE. 
MAJ. FREDERICK C. BUCKWALTER. 
MAJ. ALBERT T. COOPER, Jr. 
MA!. ROBERT R. COREY. 

'MAJ. JAMES R. DICKERSON. 
MAJ. JOHN D. GRAY. 
MAJ. RICHARD J. LONG. 
MAJ. LAWRENCE L. LYNCH. 
MAJ. PLEASANT W. MARTIN. 

MAJ. FRED McGOLDRICK. 
MAJ. CARL A. PETERSON. 
MAJ. LAWRENCE W. ROBERT 1II1 

MAJ. GEORGE K. VOLLMAR. 
MAJ. DANTES A. YORK. 

CAPT. HERMAN W. ALFORD. 
CAPT. CHARLES F. COLYER. 
CAPT. GEORGE W. CRAIN. 
CAPT. CARL A. DAVIS. 
CAPT. JOSEPH A. DAVIS. 
CAPT. GEORGE C. DAWSON. 
CAPT. CHARLES D. DUREE, Jr. 
CAPT. RUSSELL N. FAIRBANKS. 
CAPT. ORMOND K. FLOOD. 
CAPT. EDWARD H. GEIGER. 
CAPT. GILBERT D. HARRISON. Jr. 
CAPT. ARTHUR M. HETZER. 

CAPT. FREDERICK G. HOFFlNE, JT 
CAPT. LOUIS E. HOLDER. 
CAPT. WILLIAM R. HUNTER. 

·CAPT. EARL F. JENNINGS. 
CAPT. CHARLES H. JONES 
CAPT. HAROLD L. KARBLEY. 
CAPT. HORACE T. LAVELY, Jr. 
CAPT. JAMES P. LYKE. 
CAPT. RAY W. MacMULLEN. 
CAPT. VERNON L. MARTIN. 
CAPT. RAYMOND J. McCRORY, Jr. 
CAPT. JAMES MEESE. 

CAPT. LORAN B. MORGAN. 
CAPT. KATSUMI NAKADATE. 
CAPT. PHILIP O. NICE. 
CAPT. ERWIN W. O'MELIA. 
CAPT. DON R. PAY. 
CAPT. WALTER S. ROBINSON, Jr. 

·CAPT. GEORGE J. ROPER. 
CAPT. DAVID R. SELLARS. 
CAPT. HERBERT U. SIEBEN. 
CAPT. HUMILIS P. SOLAND. 
CAPT. JOHN T. STEWART. 
CAPT. LESTER Q. STEWART. 
CAPT. ROY L. STRANG. 
CAPT. AUGUSTUS SYLVESTER. 
CAPT. SIGVARD O. TYSKO. 
CAPT. WILLIAM H. UNSDERFER. 
CAPT. HARRY D. WATERS. 
CAPT. PHILLIP H. WEAVER. 
CAPT. THOMAS A. WELDON. 
CAPT. ALBERT G. WING. 
CAPT. CHARLES E. WOOLLEN. 
CAPT. ALLEN R. WRIGHT. 
CAPT. JACK M. WYGLE. 
CAPT. NORMAN M. YORK. 
CAPT. ARTHUR F. YOUNG. 

1st 1.,1. LEGARE ANSEL. 
1st Lt. STANLEY L. ARDZIEJEWSKI, 
lst Lt. JOSEPH J. AUDLEY. 
lst 1.,1. DAVID A. BLUNT. 
1st Lt. ROLLIE L. CANTLEY. 
1st 1., •. WILLARD E. CHAMBERS. 
Is. Lt. ARTHUR G. CLARK. 
hi LI. RICHARD E. COSNER, It. 
lsi Lt. EUGENE S. CROWLEY. 
lst Lt. EDWARD C. DENNIS. 
lst Lt. VINCENT G. DERITIS, JR. 
hi LI. PETER DeVRIES. 
lst LI. JOSEPH V. DRULIS. 
19. 1.,1. HILLARD S. DURA. 
ht Lt. MAX E. FREEMAN. 
hI LI. JAMES W. GRAY. 
ht LI. ROBERT F. GRAY. 
ht LI. ROBERT A. HARRSCH. 
lsi LL WILLIAM M. HARVILL. 
ht Lt. FRANK R. HERBERT. 
lst Lt. ROSS H. HOWARD. 

1st Lt. GLENN E. JOHNSON. 
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lat lot. DENIS J. JONES. 
hi Lt. MICHAEL KOPENITS. 
ht Lt. FRED C. LANZ, Jr. 
ht Lt JACK B. LARSON. 
lat Lt. KARL W. LILLGE. 
ht Lt. JAMES L. McNAMARA. 
ht lot. THOMAS F. MAGNER. 
lat Lt. DON R. MORT. 
Iat 1.01. Al.BERT G. OLSEN. 
.. t Lt. KENNETH M. PALMER. 
ht Lt. FRANK H. POOLE. 
lat lot. PAUL W. ROBISON. 
ht 1.01. RAYMOND R. ROWLAND 
hI lot. JOHN E. SHERN. 
lit Lt. RAYMOND H. STEM. 
ht lot. JAMES P. WEBB. 
hi Lt. PETER K. WHITE. 
ht lot. ALBERT C. ZIMMERMAN. 

2d Lt. ARTHUR H. ABEL. 
20 1.<. JAMES C. COX. 
2d Lt. HAROLD E. HARTRICH. 
ad lot. HENRY H. HENTZ. 
2d Lt. ROSEL Z. JENSEN. 
2d Lt. WOODROW W. JORGENSEN. 
2d 1.01. JAMES H. McCLURKIN. 
2d lot. OLIN P. MERRETT. 
2d Lt. WILLIAM H. MURRAY. 

20 LI. JAMES O. PH1L1JPS, Jr. 
2d Lt. CARROLL O. PRICE. 
20 LI. HAROr..D E. RUDEL. 
ad Lt. ARTHUR E. STRINGER, Jr. 
20 LT. PAUL E. TOTTEN. 
20 Lt. MARSHALL I. WOLPER. 

CWO JOHN P. EAKER. 

CWO WILBUR A. JONES. 

WO (jg) MELVIN L. UPCHURCH. 

ht Sgt. Pllul V. Bechtold. 
hi Sgt. Thortllli V. CuI. 
ht Sgt. Walter W. FrIIgnowlld. 
ht Sgt. Georg. W. Hughel. 

"ht Sgt. Edmund L. Killinger. 
ht SgI. William H. Lind .. y. 
hi Sgl. BuLl W. SimmolUl. 

M Sgt. Walter L. hchenheimer 
M Sgt. John L. Cur. 
M Sgl. O. N. Cottle. 

M Sgt. Fred O. D>d<lOn. 
M Sgl Kenneth C. Glft"ord. 
M Sgt. GUln.y W. Gr&nl. 
M Sgt. Fr.nk L. Mllecru.yerna. 
M Sgt. Donald B. Mllthe ... l. 
M Sgt. Kenneth L. McArerty. 
M Sgt. Slim Mullinl. 
M Sgt. Edwud J. Schutz. 
M Sgt. 011 G. Wynn. 

T Sgt. Wlltar R. AlhwiU. 
T Sgl. JOleph P. nanllglln. 
T Sgt. Edwllrd S. H.r1ow. 
T Sgl. Roy L. Hendrickl. 
T Sgt. Richard A. Kallhl. 
T Sgt. Jamel A. Michienzi. 
T Sgt. O'Hllrll I. NeaT. 
T Sgt. Thortllli R. Norawollhy. 
T Sgt. PIIIII E. Pllchowka. 
T Sgl. Mati ... C. R&naom. 
T Sgt. JOHph J. Replch. 
T Sgt. Harold D. RII .. eU. 
T Sgt. Albert J. SlUtz. 

'T Sgt. Ethmer O. Tllylor. 
T Sgl. Arthllr R. Watedoo. 
T Sgt. Alnh Q. Whitledge. 
T Sgt. Ed ... ud WoocI ... ud. 

S Sgt. Ahie F. Alderrtlllnn. 
S Sgl. Georg. BUllle. 
S Sgt. Rober! H. Bentzien. 

S Sgt. Grant L. Blahop. 
S Sgt. Lawrenc. A. Brothen 
S Sgt. Averley Brown. 

S Sgt. Bert P. Bruno 

S Sgt. Donald R. C.mp. 
S Sgt. Donald W. Cale. 
S SgI. Lawrenc. L. Certllin. 
S Sgt. PIIIII C. ChrUllen-en. 
S Sgt. LeRoy D. Coddmgton 
S Sgt. Perry W. Cory. 
'S Sgt. Pr.lton E. Cllrt,.. 

S Sgt. CWford A. Onis. 
·S Sgt. Bernard H. Deem 
S Sgt. Corwin S. Dodge. 
S Sql. Robert C. Ellion. 
S Sgt. JOleph Fernandez. 
S Sgt. Dllvid L. Gelhudt. 
S Sgt. Whitn.y Gerrish. 
S Sgt. William A. Gilea, Jr. 
S Sgt. Thomu C. Hilbert. 
S Sgt. Zigmllnd S. Klllprowlki. 

S Sgt. Arthllr R. Keaby. 
S Sgt. Tom KllIge, Jr. 
S Sgt. Jo .. ph F. LllpolL 
S Sqt. Will,am N. McClltcheon Jr. 
S Sgt. Kay A. McF.r .... nd. 
S Sgl. Bllchan E. McKendrick. 
S Sgt. Eul J. McMillian. 
S Sgt. St.nl.y J. Melnick. 
S Sgt. Oelmo MltcheU. 
S Sgt. Leo O. Moor •. 
S Sgt. Edd B. Nue. 
S Sgt. Stanley P. Potier. 
S Sgt. Kermu L. Racey. 
S Sgt. o.n,el Reed. 
S SgI. Lawlenee A. Sanrord. 
S Sgt. Edwm C. Sag ..... 
S Sqt. Arnold H. $eyenon. 
SSg!. Kenneth G. S_merrtllln 

S Sgt. Lollia W. Ste.rna. 
S Sgt. Jamel W. Thobllrn. 
S Sgt. Chllrlea B. ThompllOn. 
S Sqt. Fr.nk T. Tom.lcin. 
S Sgl. Ronilid S. Worden. 

Tec 3 G.ylord L. BI.nc. 
Tec 3 Serryl D. COllch. 
Tec 3 Albin F. Nov.k. 

Sgt. Robert B. Allen 
Sgt. J.mea W. Beud. 
Sqt. Th.d E. B .... nchard 
Sgt. Phil,p Bro ... n. 
Sgt. Billie C. Cllnnlngh.m. 
SgI. H.rry C. Deaton. 

Sgt. St.nley Dr.paIl1. 
Sgt. Richllrd J. Dunn. 
Sgt. Lallrence S. Erwin. 
Sgt. AbT.ham Goldlletn. 

Sgt. Jo. H. Hall. 
Sgt. Fred B. Halow. 

'Sgt. Wilbert J. Harrtlllnll. 
Sgt. Arlie C. Hopki .... 
Sgl. R.lph D. Hllnter. 

Sqt. Waller Iv.nolf. 
Sgt. Thaddeul Jankowlki. 

Sqt. Charlea H. K1nh. 
Sgt. Victor L. Krzeain"'i. 
Sgt. Ernelt A. Lombard. 
Sgt. Richllrd O. Non. 
Sgt. John F. P .... 
Sqt. Henry H. Powell. 
Sgt. John F. OIlMnan. 
Sgt. Harltn M. Ratch. 
Sgl. Mllrray ROlen. 
Sgt. Elm.r C. ROlenthal. 

·Sgt. P.til R. Stotler. 
Sgt. noyd G. Tilllnan. 
Sgt. William J. V,.ne.lI. 

Sqt. Onid E. Welch. 
Sgt. Ceorg. D. Welling. 
Sgt. William Woll"ord, Jr. 
Sgt. Ernest S. Wood. 
Sgt. William S. Zdonc:&yk. 

Tec of Abr.h.m J. Bernlleon. 
'Tec of HIIITY B. Fernandel 
Tec of Gilbert FiKona. 
Tec " Wayne H. Golden 
Tec" Iv.n V. Creenfield. 
Tec .. Theodore R. H.rne"",,. 

Tee " Plltil L. Holfm.n. 
Tee " Aduaul K.rw .... 
Tee of Alphon .. L. Krylinlki 
Tec of John N. McClanahan. 

Tec " Elmer R. Meahell. 
Tee of Fenton W. Miller. 

Tec" Lyle W. Slize ...... i . 

Cp\. Donald R. Blimhng. 
Cpl . Samuel Brown. 
Cp\. Kermit A. OeMene. 
Cpl. Charles B. Doyle. 
Cp\. J.ck T. EI1I1. 

·Cpl. Harvey L. FiIIb.ck. 

Cpl. John F. F1eminq. 
Cpl. Lawrence E. Fo¥eman. 
Cpl. Willi.m H. Goodwin. 
Cpl. Robert E. Gray. 
Cpi. Luia J. Hurt.do. 
Cp\' Alton H. Kelley. 

Cpl. James R. LeBer. 
Cpl. George J. Leon. 
Cpl. Kenneth E. McAtee. 

Cpl. Nathan L. McCoy. 
Cpl. Peter P. Pesock. 
Cpl. lun L. Regis. 
Cpl. Edwin C. Segar •. 
Cpl. Paul T. Slrllnqe. 
Cpl. R.ymond W. T.ylor. 

Tec S All"onso M. Arredondo. 
Toe S William F. Bailey. 
Tec 5 Le ... i hies. 
Tec 5 Sidney Bendel". 
Tec 5 Willi.m A. Be ... eridge. 
Tec S Trinid.d P. C.ntu. 
Tec 5 J.ck Champagne. 
Tec 5 Joseph J. DeutllCh. 
Tec 5 Ernelt M. Elder. 
Tec 5 Harry B. Ell,s . 
Tec S Albert P. Gilleipie. 
Tec S Everett G. CrlmmeU. 
Tee 5 G",ald J. GrOll. 
Tee 5 Urban E. Holfm.n. 
Tec 5 Victor S. J .. trobllty. 
'Tec 5 Henry G. X:oclur. 
Tee 5 Walter O. M..ierillCh. 
Tec 5 John R. Miglin. 
Tee 8 Fred A. Obley. 

Tec 5 Joe M. Poole. 
'Tee 8 Peter A. Smith. 

Tee 5 john SnurkowU:i. 

Tec 5 Ale" J. Sot. 
'Tee 5 Donald Stanford. 
Tec 5 Robert A. Starnel. 
Tee 5 Thomu. A. Whitcomb. 
Tec 5 Walter E. WueuclYlI'nki. 

Pfc. l.aac I. Abou.f. 
Pfc. Ralph L. Albert. 
Pfc. William H. All"ord. 
prc. Rudolph AlIilon. 
Pfc. Wilbllr M. Bartin. 
Pfc. William R. BlIlIlkwill. 
Pfc. H.ny W. Bolle •. 
prc. Chester J. Borkowill. 
prc. Leller E. Bridd.lI. 
prc. Marion L. Brush 
Pfc. Robert E. Burna. 
Pfc. Vernon H. By.". 
Pfc. John R. Cade. 
Pfc. Willi.m L. Chllmbera. 

Pfc. '.ck E. Chllpm.n. 
Prc. Henry Clay, Jr. 
Prc. Edward C. Cobb. 
Prc. Albert M. D .... ia. 
Prc. Robert J. Dllnham. 
Pfc. Joaeph E. Elias. 
Prc. Martin F. FeTnandez. 
Pfc. Thom .. J. FioJino. 
Prc. joaeph J. Foater. 
Pfc. P.blo Galindro. 
Prc. Robert J. Geill, Jr. 
Prc. Arthur H. Gr.yea. 
Prc. CaThon R. Guthri •. 

·prc. John E. Hauck. 
Prc. Thomas J. H.ynea. 

Prc. Lollia R. HerleY,ch. 
Prc. Adam B. Huber. 
Prc. John Karpo\lrich, Jr. 
Pfc. Emmitt L. Kauk. 
Prc. Charles V. Kulha ... ey. 

Prc. Ed .... Td R. LIntz. 
Pfc. Irvin E. LawlOn, Jr. 
Pfc. Thom •• Mllncin.i. 
Prc. All"red Martmel. 
prc. Odi, O. McCarty . 
Pfc. J.mes C. McCoUJt. 

·Prc. Donald McNeill. 
Prc. Glenn B. Meien. 
Prc. Fremont J. Neldon. 
prc. George H. Nelaon. 
Pre. Robert L. Nicholl. 
Prc. C.rl M. Norria. 
Prc. Clarence F. Novak. 
Pre. £lIgene R. 011. 
Prc. William Paliwoda. 
Prc. Donald W. Quinn. 

Prc. Vincent O. R.mi rn. 
Pfc. Edwin W. Ripple. 
Pfc. William S. Roane. 
Prc. Royal W. Roaenthal. 

'Prc. All"red W. Sander. 
Prc. Louia V. Shipe. 
Prc. Frank Shipeclt. 
prc. Benj.mlll V. Smith. 
Pfc. Hawley D. Smith. 
Pfc. John R. Soley. 
prc. Ellil Stoop" 
Prc. Fred M. Slrohm. 
Pfc. Joaeph W. Tichenor. 
Pfc. Ernell J. Trombley. 
Prc. Jo .. ph R. V.ughan, Jr. 
prc. William J. Wallace. 
Prc. Jame. L. Winklea. 
pre. Larry F. Wymore. 

'Pfc. Kenneth E. Young. 
prc. St.nley J. Zelinski. 

P ... t. Gr.dy L. Alezander. 
Pvt. Richard Elzey. 
P ... t . Richard D. Hicka. 
Pvt. Willard N. Hunter. 
P ... t. Minyard E. Irrin. 
PYI. Nobel B. Kentzen. 
Pvt. Georqe L. Lumm. 
P ... t. Walter E. Mepham. 
Pvt. Weddy C. Mute. 
P.,.t. Wud S. Huh. 

PY1. Wallace J. Nelson . 
P.,.t. Richard A. Pllllenon. 
P ... t. Woodley T. Ray. 
P ... t. Harold F. Shields. 
P ... t. Clayton D. Simmons. 
Pvt. Alvin Smith, Jr. 
P.,.t. Gilbert &. Stoke •. 
Pvt. Roy P. White. 
Pvt. J.me. W. WillOn. 

AIR MEDAL 
Lt. COL. WILLlAM G. FORWOOD. 
lit LI:. OSCAR E. BRElTHAUPT. 
\a Lt. DAVID OeLANA. 
lat Lt. FRANK H. POOLE. 

lit IA. JACIC R££S£. 
lit Lt. JOHN L. SAWYER. 
3d Lt. JOHN MOMENT. 

SOLDIER'S 
MED AL 

Tec !I GroveT C. Brown, Jr. 
Pvt. Stanley E. Reial. 
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ourage in its final full measure has extracted the ultimate toll of those oC our comrades 
who made the greatest sacrifice to insure the supremacy of righteousness. 

Their example should imbue us with a determination to carry out the one final phase 
of the job yet to be done in a manner befitting the pattern which they have so gallantly 
placed before us. 

The above scene of the United States Military Cemetery at Margraten, Hoiland , marks 
the final resting place of those of our comrades who fell while upholding the traditions of freedom 
and right - the American way of life. 

Their lives are irrevocably spent but the heritage which they have passed to us to uphold will 
glow brightly forever for those of us who knew them as soldiers fighting the forces of oppression. 

This book is dedicated to those brave men of 
the Division, living and dead, who by their valor 
made the Rhine Crossing an outstandingly 
successful Airborne Operation. 
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